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Looking to the Stars
Abu Dhabi, 1976. The UAE was just five years old but Sheikh Zayed was already looking to the stars.
In February that year, the Founding President held a memorable gathering with Apollo 17 astronauts - Gene Cernan, Ronald Evans
and Harrison Schmitt - in the capital.
The meeting was brokered by American-Egyptian Nasa scientist, Farouk El Baz, and Sheikh Zayed was presented with a model of
the US Space Shuttle, which was then still five years away from its first mission. He was also presented with a tiny portion of Moon
rock taken back from the mission.
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The UAE has 
moved from a user 
to an operator of 
satellite data

1997

• Launching the 
first UAE 
satellites for 
mobile 
communications 
ThurayaSATs 1-
2

2000-2005

The establishment 
of the Emirates 
Institution for 
Advanced Science 
& Technology 
(EIAST)

2006

• Launching 
ThurayaSAT-3

• Launching the 
first UAE satellite 
for remote 
sensing 
DubaiSAT 1

2008-2009

Launching the first 
UAE satellites for fixed 
communications
• YahSAT Y1A for 

fixed 
communications 
and broadcasting

• YahSAT Y1B for 
broadband services

2011-2012

Launching the 
second UAE 
satellite for remote 
sensing
• DubaiSAT 2

2013

• Founding the 
UAE Space 
Agency

• Announcing the 
Mars exploration 
program (hope 
probe)

2014

• Creating the 
Mohammed Bin 
Rashid Space 
Center (MBRSC)

• Issuing the national 
space policy

• Founding the UAE 
center for 
space research and 
sciences

2015-2016

• Launching the 
first UAE nanosat 
for scientific 
research Nayif-1

• Announcing the 
UAE astronaut 
program and 
Mars 2117 
program

2017

• Launching Al 
Yah-3 Sateliite

• Launching 
KhalifaSAT

2018

• Issuing the 
National Space 
Strategy 2030 
and the Space 
Law

• Launching UAE 
Astronauts

2019

• Launch of 
Emirates Mars 
Mission

• Launch of 
Meznsat

• Launch of 
Falcon Eye-2 

2020

• Announced a mission 
to explore planet 
Venus and seven 
other asteroids in the 
solar system

• Launch of 3 satellites:
• Dhabisat
• Ghalib
• Light-1 Sat

2021

National Space Journey
The UAE has witnessed many leading achievements and projects regionally and internationally since the year 1997, and it plans to 
continue and enhance these successes through the next phase…
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Mandates

Regulatory 
framework 

Research & 
Development

International 
Collaboration

Vision Mission Values

A regionally pioneering national space 
sector that supports the UAE’s 
competitiveness and stimulates 

strategic and vital sectors

Facing our national challenges and 
enhancing the UAE’s competitiveness 

through space missions and a supportive 
and stimulating legislative environment.

Pride | Leadership | Flexibility | 
Empowerment | Sustainability | 

Cooperation | Reactiveness

Human 
Capital 

Development

Space
Exploration 
Programs

About UAE Space Agency
Federal Entity, established in 2014
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International Partnerships
Space depends on regional and international cooperation

Australia : 
Signed 2 agreements 
with UAESA

MENA: 
Signed with 6 Countries

Asia: 
Signed with 6 countries

Europe: 
Signed with 8 countries

North America:

Including partnership with international organizations

Africa:
Signed1 agreement with 
UAESA

UAE has signed 4 main Space UN 
treaties
 Outer Space Treaty  
 Liability Convention
 Registration Convention  
 Rescue Agreement

Signed 2 agreements with 
UAESA
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National Space Missions

THURAYA 1
2000
THURAYA

THURAYA 2
2003
THURAYA

THURAYA 3
2008
THURAYA

DUBAI SAT-1
2009
MBRSC

19 
in-orbit

YAHSAT 1A
2011
YAHSAT

YAHSAT 1B
2012
YAHSAT

DUBAI SAT-2
2013
MBRSC

Nayif 1
2017
MBRSC /
AUS

Khalifa Sat
2018
MBRSC

MySat 1
2018
YAHSAT / KU

Al YAH 3
2018
YAHSAT

Hope Probe
2020
UAESA / MBRSC

MEZNSAT
2020
UAESA / 
KU/AURAK

FALCON  EYE 2
2020
MoD

DM-SAT 1
2021
MBRSC / Dubai 
Municipality

Dubai-SAT 1
2021
YAHSAT / KU

GHALIB
2021
Marshall Intech

8 
Under development

GNSSaS 813 MBZ Sat Thuraya4 Sharjah SAT DEWA SAT 2 Rashid Rover Venus Mission

Light -1 Sar
2021
UAESA/KU/NSSA

DEWA SAT 1
2022
DEWA
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National Space Exploration Programs

Emirates Mars Mission Emirates Lunar Mission Emirates Venus and 
Asteroid belt Mission
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UAE Astronauts Program 

UAE Astronauts Program 

Hazza Al Mansoori
Batch 1 of Astronaut 

Program

Sultan Al Neyadi
Batch 1 of Astronaut 

Program

Noora Al Matrooshi
Batch 2 of Astronaut 

Program

Mohammad Al Mulla
Batch 2 of Astronaut Program
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National Space Economy
Expenditures on Space Economy

Government Private Total

2019 2022

Expenditures on Space Exploration

R&D in Space Exploration

2019

2020

Professionals of Space Sector

692 732

2,453 2378

3145 3110

2019 2020

Female

Male

Total

*In AED Millions

17.7% ↑ 5.8% ↑

11.7% ↑
1.1% ↑
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National Space Economy

9 Billion 
AED 

226% 80+ 3100

Increase in the number of Emiratis 

working in specialized jobs in the 

space sector between 2017 and 

2019

In commercial spending in the UAE 

space sector over the past 4 years

Space companies, institutions and 

facilities operating within the UAE, 

including international companies 

and start-ups

Estimated number of total 

employees in the UAE space sector

1st 9th 16th 100% 

in Global Entrepreneurship Index 

2022 according to GEM

In the world according to IMD 

World Competitiveness Yearbook

Globally according to the Doing 

Business 2020 report

Full foreign ownership of 

commercial companies
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The Space Economic Zones program
An integrated program to support the establishment of UAE-based companies 
in the space sector

• Space company establishment license
• Space activity authorization
• Access to financial solutions 
• Networking and marketing opportunities
• Accelerators program opportunities 

Services:

Space 
Government 

Services 

Space 
Accelerator 

group

Work SpaceSpace Labs

Initiatives:
Abu Dhabi
Masdar Space Economic Zone

Dubai
The next Space Economic 
Zone in Dubai will be 
announced soon 

Registration

Strategic Partners
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THANK YOU

space.gov.ae
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